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.Irish Bolsheviks'and the InternatioH-S

'By, GATHAL O’SHANNON. '■ ♦
lit* ref-(iived us very• *1110 lfi$N'

' The Irish Labour and Bocialist movement is making 
-strenuous 'efforts to secure support and la good hearing for 
Irish claims in the Inteimational and at the forthconuug 
International' Socialist Conference. .^.Another step in#this 
direction Was taken the week before' last, when delega'fcions 
from the National Kxeoutive of the Xnnh Tiades luuon (. qn- 
gress and Labour Farty and the (‘'kicialiRt 1 arty of irelaiKl 
crossed to Bngiand and interviewed the ^oontmentai leadcrB 

'of ^ci'alism who were attending^th© British Labour laH^ s 
Conference at Nptiingham. On blie delegatmmi the National 
Bsj^eutive was represented *by Wilhaui (LBnrm, Chgiri^

D- .B. Campbell, Treasurer; and the boeiaUst I arty of 
Ireland by the present writer. Our mission was 
the Buuport of the ItuSsiane and the k rench and the gnod 
servicea of tlio International Bijreaii in upciiriiiK la(>iliti<;s 
for the iseparate repr(^eiitation of Ireland as a dist net uni 
in the Internationaf, to put and explain .I reland s i>oHjtion. and 
Ireland’s claims .to our contidental eo-mrados, and to ask 
their assistance in propaganda abroad- V\e earned ereden- 
tials from our respective Farties and, in addition, the .1.

■ charged -us with tlm pleasant and wekjome duty ot preseni” 
ing to the Eussian pleniiiotentiary an address oi cjnigratu- 

r laSon to the revolutionary Bolshevik Government and’ the 
Irish memorandum and statement of claims to the Jiureau 
and its national sections. ^ * '

Bxcept for the holding up , for a few minutest of the Chair­
man of the National Executive by the aliens o'lficer at lloiy« 
head the crossing -was without incident,,^ 3.11 three mer in 
Unim on Sunday night,^ arrange our programme^ and, 
throng the good offices ot Bob Wdhsms, ot the InmsporL 
Fedoration, secured an early appoxntmciit on-Alonday ,vv ith 
Maxim Litvinoffis first pleniimtentmry of. the hrst boeiaUst 
Eepublic,Thu Eevoftstioiiary, Amba^sactor.

Litvinoff is a Very pleasant, mtelleetualdooknig ILissian., 
apparently not much more than i'orty.B and talks with ease

and fluency on all kinds of mu tier.r;
cordially, said he was glad t<> weli'cnic Uio didiypiicfi pi the 
Iri'Sh working ciiiss in, the Tisiiur* <>f the I Icvolii lion ary 
People’s Government and, %vlien dhi* H,RJ, address wah pre­
sented to lilm, entered into an' animated <*onvePKation on 
iriBli. f uRsiau, and Lrkumaiimm! atfair , The I'ridi ficopie, * 
he hgrecd, were eiriiiled to tie* Haino ights and ik'- same 
free" and complete Rch-tietm’iiiinatioii cis ■olliei people.^., ilia 
in tlie rntermitimud tln^y would i>ave ail 'ihe lieii) it 

.the power of lus leojile anrl goveriuuenl. i.o give, I he pish 
obdaira wdvild hav(mdluRsian. binkhig in an jnternational 

Bocialist Confei'e'fM'e, although llig liohshevik I'iiav was that 
the- ihne for imeh a Gonl'erenec hicl laiKRecl and' ttupnew 
situaiiou ereaied by the Boleinwik Pcwolution liad mmlc it 
less ncces.sai'y than bclore the llevolni.ion, luoyigreed that 
the Briti.sli Gonventloii now eittine; in Irelaiui^did nut lejne- 
sent tluy. lieople and w'onid noi. Ik* tal .eii a.'j"'in<‘ inactieai 
{mplieation of tlio principle of selfaiei erniination; .and when 
we expressed the pputitndc' of Irelueii tor '1 rot,-sky b laakiTa- 
tionB in that resnect he discirieed eagerly tie (Hmipoiutioii 
and limitations of the CPnvmuion ami many pom bed
fmcBtlono on the strmigilp auris, moyresa and war abuuwiv? 
of the Irish labour movemmiiy the horn, luun nioveinuu, 
the relniion.s betw(!(4i the iwo ■inoveinci'dBf and npijeared 
very much iiitere-m-d in ilu' a/H'i'uditu-alDvod cm aiKl 
premsed his , heamire Bmt ih^vi or^mmsatmii j now 
taken'Hit by the Irish Ih'anHpiir isni|l ,olir*f inon.s.

an

I
til© Etishwiks arad Oomtollya ^ . , . _ ,

It was witii sui’pns!* that’ we Icarmel Jiuw (yiloitci'Vti •iw 
accurate is hitvhwlPn knowledc-e of Ij'idamI, lie (onvcrsMi 
rnisily on .most 4!UR.''etH .of th*^ Irish (irasiiion, and 
that in Jiussia, '.especniny among ilje krdshevem, 
intercBb is taken in Irmh movennmis. lia.-.rHg

the in.Hurr(>ctk)n of .Itmvter Week and Uic*
, all seem to have matk rm'mes n.
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.'tesr-'ABY @TH, 1018,lESSH .OPIJUO-N
.. , »#f <1 '

MMW*
<<»'

,Internal to! solMarity.
! Db TiieFda^v night the Xalwxxr I’arty lift'd ^irranged 4x special 
- reception, for the c-ontinentjil cMegatos,^ The largest hair in 
; Nottingliam was packed and tlio meeting was in reality 

demonstration of ffjith in the vSooialiBt laterpatiomL , The ■ 
tMled Fiag^^ was sung Instily aM the prmmiling' notert 
v<\Te of peace, of antagonism to vvar and of the Interhatianal 

. < hiii'ereiie;}, The prb-'Kntente speakers—^Vanderv-clde, ol' , 
: jlel.giuni,' for ins lance—were Hstened to xrith rcspoct, hut all

the anthiisiasin was .zmsexTed for the Internationa Us la bans 
penr et sans i’ei>ro(he, 
ihls more ation.

333 vd% It ‘Vfm a t>left&nre Im* m to hear a m jpmi o
dames Oonndly, (spoke I thought how Xonnoliy
iumti wonld have rojoiced at the sneeess oi: the Bolsrhev'iks, 
and hot? ho wmM hwve handled ^l'he, ne^ Tn
Mmmo., Xitwinoff toM ns, they had jn^ra of eomoliy, pd 

woi^-y«ari‘^^gn,^4’m IhiX ^ Lenm, he nutlei^
had mid C;onnollyV hook on ^'I/fthoiir m Insi History,. 
had Bald Cbnnolly iniist he a remaj'kahle ififin am ^xvremf>ih . 

■ a/wlidi td know more alxznt him* It was a tribiUo jnmi a 
BimcoB^fnl social r^vdnikmwi) U> a social revolniimil-t who ; 
had fftlkn in tl»e dglit. Again IdiTinoff esnrcj^ocd hin , ; 
Msre and intm’cst in, tlio Irish workrji’s,^ and i^onelndo^K t he 
lime fer confernms^ and manifestoes is ]:>assed, tlm time for 

‘r-fToIntlnn^ k cow.” We pm’tml wiih luwiily expressed 
hm>m of mnrnal ' in mir respenrlre ■'

rlie IWoliiiionarj PIenijKn>eniiM'' i« a very busy iria.n, 
an-d aJl day long an eiKlless strem'myi Ti^i tors passes rlirongii 
ids chamhers* In his diplomatic duties 'lio»4s asmsted hy a 
'few’ge staff, and awaiongst those present during miv stay we 
notioal an old fiiend.j Jfmeberg of the B,S.r. ittaehod ?.o 

‘ the embassy is a reingees’ department, and this ‘^e.w 
hnsy as the* embassy itself.

!
a

f
!■ .

Idtvinoff, c4e. Bi:

Thft‘‘Orft#ifi[sftn of Kart Marx*
It'iffis feared that .1*0ngnet would not he able to come, aiel, 

deep xvas the disappointment-of tls^ crowd when pn ^Tuesday 
night Ilia place was- seen to he vacant, Whe^ iho rebel 
elcTncnis had opened the hall wiih, the lusty singing of ^‘Tiie ■ 
Tied flag'’’’ and had cdiferofl to the ochodor the Xtitprn-ationa!

1 for Peace, and for Bnssia, lietcontiiientaU spoke. In the 
middle of EenandoPs ■speech—just at* the' point w.hoie h© wft'^ 
dealing with th© Question of Alsftce'LoiTftine—a great roar 

^ ' of welcome .went up an Ixinguet TmexpCQtedly stepped on the 
yfm‘Mtn " platform. Poor iWnainM had to cease speaking for several"

Camille Hiiyfimaos, tlie 8ecrin«.f,y ol lire :• Jwautes ijutil the aiiaifeuc-e had cheered iteelf .hoarse I.!,
Huwati smee its fonndation in lOWt, was «iw aej/t vk'imi. I .;\'aH,a tlin hng rfrei>tK>ii, .snc* as is .seos o&ly
Heaaxae sfa-aiglHiiMm Stoekhofm, aridAve vad to follow him | d w now a lamthar Biamtest-atton m the
:o Mottingliftitt OB ddcf4ay* <)n {he Way we met lenaudcl, Mansion House in Thdilin. ^ ^ , . . t , ,
m mkeoBmv of Jaui'es in th© ©ditoriM chair of ^ dean Loiiguet is, of cours^, iha famous ^ms
*M/Hnman1fn’’ ImdW el the ‘'majority’’ Boeiallsts has braved-the fee© ‘ cpiioHiti on ehauvixnstic and
m Wrmie, He idiowcd conFiidcrahkdnl^^fei in our mifesiou, ■ «l»n.y pf th© demi^raiK; elwmefit.s m hmiee mnee the liegin- 
bijt ^as h© haeVhad a m’ossing we:did not press bur views ; mng of the rcaopr «d the gallant baixus.oi mitU
'Upon him. He .m a typicadftme-hman with ftU the anima- j ^^eiahst-s wdio liavo novv convarted ,tnen; one-time
ihm of his race, and as w'e talked at some jiuiciion or other | minorK-y liato a majority ill the Prencii Somoiisfe Party,
•I noted that our lively little group •w-a.s an olijeet of wonder- ‘ ('Arands^m 'Of .Karl Marx^ lie is the miv sang,’
mg, intefest to th© stolid English delegates, who knew^ none »nd has been to the French Party what Jdohneeht-has he<m. :
m ns, A Belgian captain in uniform accomx>anlcd his ’ j tp the German, Party. Young in years, he is less the
Tmneh comrade. But .. it was better game ' than a i cal Iremchnmn than lenaudel, little of the latter’s
MftjiMrifeire we were after. i dan, hut has the more vdluahle equalities of coolness, Tint

Shortly afiw hta arrival we. iD0fc liiiysman. lie i. tailand BQuarc of frame, xvdl-^roomcd, and polished, the perfect ' J dcHxwfJ’^with 
miveUij, Prance and Brit-ain had not gone ro Stockholm, ? hom©^^-
hut i^tockJiolm -had com© to the Entente, for Muysmans Is i ),nt witlal tlu^e’is within Inm a' kmdlfrma^^aml hhlai^ltv 
til© meanmtion of the international, and in spita of his*. I and inimanftv
'Untjonciialed Belgium sympathieri he has heim one of the !'
moving spirits of the Stockholm Conference, has held the j i
Manee even between contesting fractiouH and with great ^ •’
self-restiaint and against greati odds ImH carried out t-h© i
tet anjunotion of .^rnures to W true o, . ml cftrrv on ihe •! put it'tijut •way, as' th©
work of, the International. ' h^dhant loftaer or the Irenoh Mmordy. ,in.facd, pa is oi

? , the type ot whom w’’e have .mwiij m the'demoerat.ic xn-ove*.
, raentB in Ir(^knd.

ii

imlanei tnei thp Interfiational, .
toiigufePs rriftnd&hip for Ireland; .

Louguet left the platform on ^^Yednesday to speak t-o us,, 
^pd at once we felt that liere was a man after wu’ own heart. 
Ho received us veiy (prdially indeed and chatted familiarly 
lor a long tune. He shovf^ed an extensive knowledge of Irish 
quest-ioiiB and rather surprised xiis when he commetitod on

'^should bp to us that the secretary of 
Imltast Trades CounmPri^^^^^ with the rest of
Ireiana,’ He listened Avitlrvery dose attention to our case, 
.put many pertinent questionis, and expressed his unreserved 
agreement with our national claims and oiir c4aim on the 
InternawonaL Most people on the c<mtkient, he said, fell 
into eriur afloat Heland hecaii^ so .liiany of the Irish people 
Bqwak Lngksh, Hnly a^ few hko lumseli knew,.that som^ of 
our pwple still 'Speak Irish and kn-O'xv tliat we have a onltiu'©

• own. But that error about language
should not adect the issue, he said, for the Irish people liave 
not only histor cal claims Imt have also the right* of the 
people to detexTxune their own future, and have shoFxn tliat 

^ they want-to exercise their right of fielf-determimtion. This
' fe the Idoyd-Goofge Oonvention,

and Jxingiiot displayed a^ keen interest in our views on its 
composttiou, lumtfttron.of xwers,. and th© attitud© of the

Iluysmans told us how the JriBli Labour Party’s docu­
ments had reached him In Stockholm and hew he llafl taken 
the matter up with certain national sections of ih© Burean. 
He aasured us th^t ft W’ould give Jiim great pleasure to 
present all - the Information and knowledge of Yreiaud 
could furnish* at the di^poBal of the International. .He 
fjolleetcd Hie aviation of the Irish Socklist Eepublicau 
Party at the Paris Congress in 19f)0, and ©xpklned tho - 
changes in the constitution of the International since that 
date. Ah an oSicial of the Bureau he was oompcllc.d, m n 
matter of ooiirso, to take-no aid© in differences that might 
arise withm the International, but Ireland would have all 
the help he could give. We found that he was extremely 
welLlEformed upon Irish afiuirs. He reoHscd, he said, the 
|30«tion:an4 th© ti.aims of the' Irish jyeoph, hfwir interne 
,{ifttionalism ftud tli© causes of It. lie tho?ight he c-ould 

. (realise that hetler teau the English could hi^caim he knew 
>:B>ine1hing of onr culture and civiliBatlon, and a Brigiau could 
mt fail to realiBe the bearing these liave on afairs. - W© 
must him; lost hcaylly, he. thought, in leadershfe .after 
Easter weak, and he could readily imderstaxid that' since 
Easter there slioukl be a very widespread desire for organisa- 
tfon amongst tho Irish workers. After a very ?jatisfaot<*jii'v 
imtemcw wp parted with mutual expressions of good wull, 

lu^ernationaLatid fHiysuian.s fer Ireland,

!
we

(pontihue<l on mm L52.I
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Silvei^^ Burtets*
3:IaviBg li&toij.'ed to OJmncelloifs of tlie 

'W'ho discoursed ea-siy^ abocrt 
wuw n/i vim si VCr . l')ullot> it .
sonic da.T occur to us tliat tliese miBsiles. 
air© turned with ©(mally^ doad;ly ^cfEect 
against ourselves, The i>hilosupher iti the ^ 
Idod qddu©.’would dio woli to'afaii iiim- 
"self with a ncwsiiaiicr to while ,away. 
enfolded leisure. When you '^uiiot gci) 
any butter, and every substitute for your 
uoi^mal food is increasmg in-piice, yoti 
may' be iuterested to read the bank 
ITuirta, and to ileau’U that Ireland is saving 
the money you spend, that deposits show 
a nvarked increase.' la hVahee and Italy, 
t6o, the same baapy state of things pre- • 
vails; the bank ctepositH areiswolling and 
the savings banks ar© doing welK with 
divine impartiality w© eimtributo to the 
ho3,rds of the humble fa-rmer and the 
harassed sbop.keei>e.r, both of whoin are 
stmiggling hard,’ they, tell ■ xis'j wddl© the 

'banlf «nd' Post Ohire rec^eipfe grow, and 
at the rmme time we help to provide the 
imijidrtol .Tinb with his £120,000 a/ yeai* 
British moneji', without overlooking the 
JJnch<cm ot Coburg, who?© pension wo pa.y, 
while her &on does his bit in^he Goi*naa;n 
amv, ^rhe Kaiser also, is not/ forgotto^^. 
by AHied finance', for ho wdll draw 81 per 
cent, on his ,i^merican investments, the 
proceeds of widch are lieing put mto tbo 
Tuberly koaii by the o^mtodian of enemy 
properties in the United Htates. And C‘t> 
that nobody with money sball have a^ 
grievance the British (tovernmont»has 
magnaniiuously uuderluken to make good 
,i^7f)V)Sm' worth, of .Russian oomnKmcm 
bilks, and Ul(),000,(X)Oy)f Nwhojas-Iiaspu- 
tin Bills, which the Boldioviks
3m-re rcpudiatcci.

•;

\
;

i

I tholr .Kn^iMt 00'iminSf, with'
‘I ipmtmment, te such /*• 

great Irish newis-pnperon theothor 
' 1 haiid,. will rooogni®© hie kinship wllltdiw 

] frkndi-across the seas in; th© toUowing;
I t/haracter.is^ic iudgmont of an Amerkau ■ 
s'ludgc, ,wlih the hot altogether exotic 
i name, oLHayden. Judge HaydoE,_of Bos- 
! tonrdtolards; ^tlf I TwUmy way, I \voydd!
: suB^nid every laboxir laVr rluring the W'aib 
i for the only people in this country who 
1 are disloyal are labourersi^ and if I could,
I { w^ultl every man who claros to 

" iiii up tho barhiNl wir«!
t?, ’ ” ilio judge is perlmp'S f«, K fctio _ 

}jrematoi‘c, but -at least he lias, too, tofto' 
;)’ac;ia.on of 'S^rdug things move 
tlm direction indioated. • Alexander 
man, Aloduls; Becker’, UouiB / Kraantuv 

Goldman, Gurley I%nh,. Tresoa,
. uioratwstti and BAywood, aa*© ail , in jail 

,for the ‘^disloyalt,y^ which exdtel the 
iuriscoiisult, bdt they and to© iimoiner" 
able members'of the LWAV; in to© Kame 
plig'ht might have tasted the full Hayow*

; df Judge H/ayden’s demooratl© teaching. 
.Tiiey m.lght.haye .suifered to© fat© of 

; Frank Uiitl©, a member 'of the I.W .Wv 
‘■Executive, wtob^.was ly^^ at Butte, 
■Mbii-taim, hy six discijjles of Woodrow 

, 'Wil5io:n^s law-makers, of whom Hayden :k 
^only om amongst many of the sam© type.

'im-
TEe^

I flw't

R^aetitfiary ftopiihHos, >
It is a eurious fact that of all the bolli- 

gerents, the two ©opntrlos,/where wo ean- 
imt discover even the faintest gimmer- 
ings of democratic .sense are Francie and 
Amerioa. Berlin and Vienna hav© their 
Soviets, if the .'' Koelnischo i^eitung ■? 
may b© bolievod, but Boris and Now York 
are innocent of such innovations. Herve,’’ 
the former a..ut.i-mil.3h«‘jst^ ^mefeis even 
Lloyd Georg© in hte amisd of Eufesia.' He 
is Tnig'htlly coneenied for tlios© It niii- 
.liards of francs wh ch v/e.ra m generously 
.sappHod . by Frune© lo the Tsarh^* 
Basputin t;rusade/yf0]Hlberty. ^Thcro 
tome thing symbolical in Her re; he re­
minds. us that tlm person^ .and'conairios 
most vociferous on behaU' oj: theoretical 
revolution have failed remarkably to rise 
to to© 'Situation created by to© most wmi- 
derful revolution the world is likely to 
ISO© for some centurie.s. .Bekide th© events 
df torday, th© • imHtical fevolutions^ ot 
France and America wm’c niocoly iumor 
engagements. ih the great struggle for 
human freedom. It is tragic to observe 
to© pligiit, in the-face of this upheayai, 
bf the countries . winch hay© heiet ofore 
passed for pi‘ogressivo. As the Butch 
Socialist jounml, ‘‘'Heb Talk,’' says: 
^^pranef© has beoonie a g gantio pnaoin 
It -was]-in Jtdy, 1789, that the Freneh 
people destroyed the Baaiille; since July, 
1917, one may say that Franc© itself has 
been made a Bastille in ’which thoifeands 
of noble spirits -sigh for i>eac© and'the 
I'estoration of th<-5 iiitornational oorn- 
muni-ty.' But the gaoler, Olomenceau, 
holds too keys. . . ; The. hb’ohch" Social­
ists must break down the Bastille, and 
Cieinonceau and XAoyd Georg© must go. 
Bo long as thh is nob done, it is usekS'S 
to talk of Stockholm.’’ As for A/meidca, 
the'Censorship permitting^ w© have don© 
our best to indicate the ©vM liiore strin­
gent‘imprisonment. of lifrerty wtoich'has 
been imposed: upon toe country; AVhen 
we are amazed by the mmh - censored 
l>ages of tho half-dozen Etench papers 

• which have-not gone war-mad, a sens© of 
proportion is restored by the recollection 
that their American, eqn.iva%to,..hay© 
aotually been killed outright, f' W©may 
vet se© Bnisbia and, the Central Bowers 
.pleading for the domooratisation of the 
Allies. ■ ,

. Til© Alliance nf peoples*
If to© Germans were given to tomb sort 

o.f cant, toey might End Ko,peace-tyith 
toe Allied' IVpuMks,” ’an admirablo 
counb^rblast to ^‘^No peace with the 
Hohonzoionis.” A .Bill has iust bosn 
introclueed into Hie French Chair*ber to 
too effect that AH per son.s who since 
Afigust 2nd, 1914, hare uttered, written, 
printed or edited any state.inont advo­
cating; a. premature pemre, W wli# have 
taken part in a peace o^mpaisn, under 
any circum$t,ances whatever, oi‘ who bavo 

■dissuaded too lightorafrom fnliilling their 
duty, should be isntenced to death.” ilni 
heavy type poi-tions of tliistestiinony to 
the modern style of republican . freedom 
show how much the Germans have to 
loam, they who content themselves, like

. Oierttiaii Oetnitoraoyv
■ A^ is no->v to© turntof

Germany to make her response to to© ax>‘- 
pe!d. of Bolshevik Eusui|b to the democra­
cies of Europe. It te not necessary bo re­
capitulate to© repoto-s of the great strike 
wave which ha©vbeen- sweeping; over Gcp- 
many fium Hamburg to Dantziti, in Ship­
yards, arsenals/mumtiop. works- and elec- ■ 
•trical'plants, 'This is the reidy of the 
German p60|de to th© hemics of the 

. Fatlicriand ^ Barty. ! Tho, disnjay of 
the ' Allied champions “ of Hberty Ends 
expr'ession, in ; to© imwspapefs, which 
'hat'© now addedi to thcii: hymns of 
habe'«aiid'liesj regarding Russian demo- 
craoy a similar misi^prciientatibn of Ger- 
uiauy. It was bad. enough when libc^rty 
actually broke out in one of the Allied 
cOuutriGS, but when to© uhspeakabl© Eun 

lohgei^ lives U'xt to to© lictiona of piopu~ 
•lair Journalism,' when he ceases to corre- 
spond'to toe servile automaton tlteory, 
"toen toe case is serious for the stalwarts 
of imaginary freedom, • After, all the 
‘ ^ blood and*treasure ” spilled to the glory, 
■of an impalpaMe id^Hsation, it is really 
too bad of. these Russians, Austri®'^^ ; 
Germaars to insist upon tangible realisa­
tions, As rhetorical fuel for toe produc­
tion of hot air, democratic catchwords, are 
mvaluablo to toe ‘Wilsons, -Milners and. 
Tioyd Georges of.'toe day, but these ^toen 
of the wo.rid” iare. shocked by ‘ those in­
genuous toarbarians, who actually . start 
putting into practice what is designed for , 
mere oratorical effect. So^ we are warned • 
by. toe kef)! preas that Germany, .is not a 
dree country, and that no Germaxx wo]dd 
(Strike unless oi-dered te do so by Ms 
diabolical masters, l^ace traps are ^ 
now replaced by strike ^Hraps,” _ cun­
ningly reported'by to©.Hun to mislead 
the Allies.

no

Next, Pleaket
That dear Mend of toe working olapes, 

toe press, would notplxe so anxious to 
brand to© German strikes as myths if it' 
were not for the fear'lest too example 
prove contegioua, Auckland'Geddes has, . 
no doubt reported tor his employers the 
'pnpicasanb’ ’ truth of his cxpenencea at 

Glasgow,, when lb000 engineers itesoiyed 
te’tak© acfiomto enforce toe dediration 

• of an immediate armistice on ali’fr'onte,” 
having previously decided ^‘to ojmose to 
the very' uttermost the call more 

. ynoB, 'It wouM be sad, indficd, if too 
. Ammildering spark of luvolt in England 
dmuld buj'St iiito Eatnel AVb.etoer a 
•J.ew intellectual bombs may not fall within 
to© Allied detencee will depend u^u .the 
leaders and toe press of the English, 
■Frendit and American Labour movemexits* 
We see that the ineffable Gompers refii-ses 
te, countenance an international reunion 
of'Labour, .This Ammoan democrat, like 
toe English Cecjils and Onrzons, 'does not 
trust Labour in such matters* ‘ Financiers 
and ecclcsiaistica from liotlx sides have 
met to discuss their interests, but too 
purity of American patriotism might be 
corrupted if to© 'United States had rejire- 
■sentatives of Labour lat an Intsrnationai 
.Conference.

e
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Marx: The Great XJn-Read
By M. W. Rbbieson, Queen's University, Belfast,

'whok blit the eoBtaias littk
more than tho iisual arguinents of aatk 
Socialists. This hsd not beoxi the<case, 
in’ the hi’st two chapters in which, evem 
where he disagreed with Marx, Tather 
JDarkin had generally isomething^ to say 
which reailiy advanced tlie discussion. The ■ 
final chapter is aggiu. excellcmf and-pro­
vides a bnef but perfectly hlear account 
of modern developments from Marx-^Ee- 
visionism, 'Syndicalism,, and -Guild Social- 
ism. That his own preference is for 
Bellock Distributive State is dear, 
enough; but it is unfortunate that he did , 
not expand Ms criticisms of the other-s.
As’they stand they only provoke further 
questions^ • ^

Professor EaJiilly contHbutes an admiiv ^ 
able intiuduction; in which his' great 
learning is used to ful advantage. After 
discussing the disputed topic, of the in- 
fiuence on Marx of the writings of William 
Thompson (who was> by the way, a Cork
man) he deaM with.-soiae .general points-..
in connexion with kferx. In one import­
ant particular he corrects Ti'ath^ liarkin.
The Mtter maintains that the theory of

’ surplus-yvalue is-intended to have a cer-^----
tarn ethical significance. Thk is net sd r * 
its only function is to make plain in W'hat 
way the existing capitalist' system is cer­
tain to co-lapse and give place to Sccial- 
ism. That is wiiat is meant^by making 
Socialism scientific. The Gtopian en- 
d-eavoured to persuade people to bring it 

^ about by a Chang© of heart. Marx^de- 
-sifld to inform them that it was- coming, 
and have it they must^ whether they 
wanted it or not. '

.velopments of the w’orking-class move­
ment in Europe or America who has not 
studied sympathetically po^-ition.
Comparatively few ■ Sbeialisfis, no doubt, 
are-orthodOx Alaixists, The IJ/.P- does 

*not pretend to be: the Syndicalists, who 
>claim to be the true'“‘Atarxists, have 

* improved’^ the tlicory almost out of re­
cognition: while Mr. Oragc and his col- 
3:eagues*'of “ The New Age^’ have never*' 
paid sufficient attention to their predeces­
sors. Nevertheless the basis of ail these 
movements -and their v inter-relations is 
quite unintelligible unless you know a 
good deal about Marx.: If ;^’OU do- not you 
may as wull not even attenipt to follow 
the Social movement on the Continent, 
Gonsider, for example, what lies behind 
the present fitatc of Eussia.' ;•

For an Irish Socialist the -need is^ still 
more acute. All revolutionary Socialist 

, tlioaghb is steeped in Marx’s ideasand 
* soine of tfiem are quite autagonktief to 
things, very chairacteifistic of Ireland, ^He 
was exceedingly suspicious of peasant pro- 
pfietorship. The ^cialist Parly of Ire­
land must show either tlmt Hai’X w^as' 
wrong in his view, of this, or thah it is 
compatible with Bocialisn and it has
not, m far as I know, s 
mind ' on the subject. ^ Similarly^ with 
Nalionality. International Socialism, 
which derives from Marx, is not obviously 
compatible with the propaganda of a 
claim for independence from^ another 
(x>untry equally capitalist—a claiuijterf^^ 
identified with people who, wdiai^r they 
are, are not workers, but smalT bu.sih6Bs 
men and employers who talk about ‘‘ fair 

And even though the Erfurt

ssa-SSHf
am* Marxist kitorature.^ Fer it
Marx that for
Ssnnrtly’s hmt .work.

Mmt Irish woihers must already have 
mad© the acquaintano© of the ‘ Dnn-er- 
sity and Labour S&p-fs, _ edited by lio- 
fesbrs Bmiddy EaMfy, of Tmver- 
mty College, C^, of ®
volumes wmo Professor Eahiiiy s^Bibho- 
grat^y and Father MaoS’weeny » mv^esti- 
gatkm into Poverty in Gork. 1 he third 
has just i^een ia^cd: ^ Marxian Jywiab 
3sm/’(, by W* Paadiai Larkin,
M.i* (Cork: Pui'ceE #Cio.) It extends
to about 130 pages, and its
at the price of sixpence in t-nese v wius.ao
a lesson to all publisher.

The series as a whole is on© of the pro - 
ducts of the endeavour being made m

^ .. Trcland to bring tho CnivorsiticB Mto as
close -a relation as p6.ssibte to the workers, 
and as -such, it deserv'es'the warmest wel­
come. 'Ae editors of the series are 

„ rosponsiM© .for yiie movoment in the 
— iBouth, ivlfile the Workers’ .Educational 

Aa.sodation has been doing4'jiimifar work 
in Belfast. If the colleges in Dublin can 
now move it should be possible to briug 
about very great developments. The 
prospeetsof sucoesa seem in some srespccts 
^oator than ’they ever were in England;

with younger Tniversiiies and a more 
plastic organisation of the Labour move­
ment, a&ptatkm t<> s^paciad needs should 
b© easier- Th© business of the Lniversi- 

' lies, which should, after all, be the centres 
in tne countty of knowledge and learning, 
is not merdy to -tom ’young men for de­
grees and do research, but to make that 
knowledge avaalabl© for a« many people 
■as possible and to provide expert guidance 
•on theoretical questions where it is re­
quired. No one who knows what he is 
talking about desires to popularise know^- 

It c^not be x’opulai’lsed, without 
being destroyed. "But no effort is too 
great to diffuse it as widely ais may be. 
The write!’* of this book has appreciated 
thatand' does not attempt to give us 
Mfitx wiihout tears.

wages.
'programme declared religion to be a 
private matter, it is not cex*taimthat any 
church can admit this, and in any case a 

'iniid acquaintance with • Socialist literal 
tui’e betrays the fact that' it is fqr^the 
most part not Catholic and' not Chxnstian. 
In the bases of all Socialist ppties there 
ai’e enunciated-ideas which involve the 

- economic interpretation of history. No 
one can seriously doubt that the presup­
positions this had in Marx ivere inaterialT 
istic. Gan it be defended on a tlieoiy com­
patible with the doginas of Christianity ? 
And if not, where is %Socialism without it?

That L’i&h Socialists'’should attempt to 
answer these questions' seems urgent, and 
this boO’k %vill give them real guidance 
into the different elements of Alarxk 

.^^Ifptight., iPhore is a common inisappre- 
Eehfion that the chief, if not tlieonly, dob- 
trino of Alarx is his theory of value. The 
•arrangement of Father Laihin’is book dis­
pels 'Such an idea. He consider^ first of 
all the origin of Marxism and its relation 
to preceding economic and iihilosophical 

^ Then he disousses histbrical 
materialism (which'is Marx’s pMlosophy) 
and supplements and criticises it. In the 
chapter on “ The Marxian Theory of 
Value,” which follows, Father Larkin has 
a .subject less attractive to him. The ex- ' 
pository part is quite accurate <m the

t
In a volume dealing with so controye#- 

sial a subject as Marxism, there is neces- 
so/idly a great deal that must pern to 
other peoxole thafi.the author to be dis­
putable, but Irish Opinion ” is not the ^ 
place , te enter on a epntroversy^nbout 
technical points. I need,do no-more than • 
congratulate Fs/ther Lark|jx and Erofessor 
EafSlly on their hook and .recommend it 
heartily to. all IriAhimen,. who ou^t to 
know about AXarx* , •

^They toe a Special Appear for- Labour *’ 
This is what W. P. Rtah, writing in 
TIu Herald {LfMdon)y says of Johm 
Mitcheks Letters to Uls ter Protestants^

AN ULSTERMAN FOR IRELAND,
Cap. Svo, 60 pp. Price One Shiffing* 

The same might be said of
Hr'lITV O-lR^W 1 A.DtiblinStoryhy .Mm0 EsSB.

Price One ShilHng, of all'Booksellers* 
Wholeside from Eaqon’s, or Post paid^

Is. ^d.from •

THE CANDLE PRESS
168 BATOGAE K0A0. TOB&IH,

Father Larkin’s book deals with the 
origin and principles and‘develoinnent of 
the doctrine of Marx and his disciples, 
T|K>se wlu> have tried to undenstBrnd the 
theory of modem ScKualism will recognise^/ 
what a difficult task this is and how 

. essential it is to attempt it, Marx is one 
of the miters whom everybody talkS' 
al)Out and hardly anybody reads. The 
number of hooks oh Labour, by writers, 
who ought to know better, which betmy 
no more tlian a nodding acquaintance 
with Mm is.amamng. 'A really well- 
mformed discussion of his work te rare, 
and I do not knxnv of n, good ©lementary 
book on Mm in English. This is a mis­
fortune because no one can hope to under.. 

&rm .WGsented^y Socialism or de-

viewa.

$

t

« rv

I—
*



9 » ■■ ■

i3>

ORGANISING THE WORKERS..
MEETING IN ilMERiCK*

' 'A genemi meeting of Limerick Ho. .3. 
Brnnoh of the Irish Transport amd; General 
Woikers' XJnion -^as hel-cl on Sunday, 27th 
January, at* 4 p.m, in the Town Hall, 
Limerick, kindly placed at the disposal of 
the Branch for the purpose hy'tire Mayor. 
The accommodation of the hall was taxed 
to its, utmost capacity when the meeting 
was called to ofrder by the Branch Bresi- 
dent, Mr. Cramer.' In -a .short adidiress he 
outlined the ohjeots of the meeting and 
called upon the isecretary, Hr, J, Byrne, 
to submit the Branch report.

Mr. Byrne bold of the starting of the 
Branch a few montjxs ago and the steady 
promss made eince then, how the mem­
bership was all the time on the increase 
and the financial po.sition good, as ap-- 
peared from the financial .statement which 
he read. Thefeport was adoptedhxnani- 
m^usly,

letter was Grimes,
hon. .poretary Limerick Food Committee, 
d^ attention to the question of pro^

- fiteeri^^ the city .and asking the co- 
. deration of i0ie Branch to help the Comr 
mittee in its work. On the proposition 
of Mr. B. Manns, it was decided to give 
the Food Committee every support, and 

' two delegates were appointed to represent 
the'Branch bn the Committee,

’ continue to .progress for the future as it ‘ 
‘ did for the short, time it was es.tablished, 

Lilce hlr. Flood he knew what could be 
gained by an‘ effective organisation like 
the I.T.W.IL (file members of Ho- ' 2 
Branch had^ all benefited in the shape of 
inor^sed wages since they joined the 
Union. It was aboiut time the working 
man profited hy experience. Let him re­
member that hisi One sure safeguard was 
being orgamsed and belonging to a big, 
po.we(i*ful Union like the Transport Union, 
(Applati.se.)

benefits gained by the LT.'W.XF, for its 
Limerick members wore auriyrisingly 
great. For instance, thb increases in 
wages alone amounted to ^8,000-a'.year. • 
(Hear, hear.), ^ But the Union was not 
merely a wage-increasing organisation, • 
They had other praiseworthy objects.
They wanted to oducat© the wo-rker up 
to the fact that h© was entitled to be, 
treated as a humah being by his employers 
'•who them'selves were faihio-ned out of the' 
''same clay as their employees. They de­
sired to have kealthy, happy homes pro-, 
vided for the workers and their fanuHb^ 
instead of the miserable unhealthy, in- 
.saaiitary hovels in which they were forced ^ 
to eke out a precarious existence. ' For 
that reason the City Housing Association 
had their w'hole-hearted support. (Hear, 
hear.) As- for the food question, well, 
"they meant 'bo make their voices felt, and 
when a conceited plan of action was. out­
lined for ■ the whole country the members 
of the. I.T.W.tJ. -would not be found 
wanting. They should see to it that a 
repetitibn of black ’47 was not going to 
oocur—that the people of Ireland) would! 
not starve tlie while food wa® being ex­
ported. (Applause.) The .scarcer the 
food got the dearer it became on the work­
ing c&sses,' * '

Mr. R. B. O’Gonnor, said! he ’ was 
pleased" to learn of the progress made by 
ihe Bri^ch an outlined in Ux© secretary’s 
report. • The food question was a iserious 
one and should ho tackled at once, else 
it might he too late to take .any'effective 
notion. The unskilled workers in Limerick 
—eispeoially the female workers*—were not 
receiving by any means a living wage’. He 
was once asked by n visitor to Limerick ' 
what women and girls were pa 1, and he 
was ashamed to tell him that the majority 
of them were Working for 3s. or 4s, a 
week. The Transport Union had done 
good work,7hnt it would still do mere 
W'hon every elrgihle worker was wvuthin its 
Vaixks. Any help he could-give at any 
time would be freely and gladly given, 

Mr, Byrne, secre-fcary, aald a few months 
ago unskilled -labout in Limerick was help­
less and hopeless, but the large audience ■ 
there that day proved that that state of 
affairs-no longer existed; thanks -fco the 
I.T.W.U., which had banded the workers 
together. They Ivere near great political 
changes in themountry, but they should 
S’ee that the voice of labour is Ixeard, and 
as one who fought in Dublin,^ he believed ; 
in ■Connolly’s ideal, that a free Ireland 
must mean freedom for the Irish workers. 
In conclusion he appealed for financial 
help' for the members in Bortarlington, 
wdxo had been locked out by Messrs, Hus- 
sell for .belonging to the union.

Bonar Law’s Blood Money.
But a great deal ’of the high 

cost of the imported' necessaries of life 
was d-Lie to the charges of the shipowners, 
who- -were making enormous profits. Mr. . 
Bonar Law, in the House of Commons, 
recently admitted hbhad five investments 
in various shipping companies, amounting 

■ in all to £8,100. In two years he received 
a total revenue of £0,521. In other words ■ 
he got all his^^mpney back plus a profit 
of £1,421, and he stilihad £7,900 steadily 
earning more profits. The speaker then 
gave similar instances of the huge profite ■ 
made out of the necessaries of life hy big 
companies. The remedy foir all '*ihe 
grievances which" -me workers laboured 
under lay in organising on national lines 
The LT.W.U. was a purely Irish Union, 
maxxaged and cont'olledhy Irishmen. It 
had an ever-growing membership of 25,OCX) 
with strong funds and branches all over 
the oounti’y. It had powerful opponents 
from time to time, but neither capitalist 
forces against it in 1918 or the military 
forces in 1916 had wiped it opt. It was ^ 
at present siimnger than ever,riho'Uigh it 
had lost such brave men as Jamea Con­
nolly and .'Wi’lliam Ba^rtridge, He was 
sure now that the Union had found its 
.feet in Limerick it would continue to pro-^ 
gross. Let them emh do his part, and 
fh the woxds of Abe Lincoln: ^^With 
charity towards all, xvith malic© toward® 
none, .with firmness in th©' ri^t as God 
gives to see the tight, let us .strive on fo 
finish the good work we have begtm. 
(Applause.) / •

The re-olootion for 1918 of the Branch 
Committee, with ixow^er to coopt, fimsh^d 

* the burinese of th§ meetingt

Housing, ■ . • ^
' Tixe hofi. secretary, Limerick Housing 
Association, w^rote re the provision <ff 
suitable houses for workers, that the most 
practical .solution of the problem was on 
the basis of eight hotises to the acre, 
meaning a plot of land for each wqrker to* 
tfii and thus aid the conservation of the 
country’® food suppljf. The following re­
solution was paissed unanimoxxsly: ^hThat 
we, the members' of the Limerick Ho. 3 
Branch, I.T.W.U., recogn sing ; the 
laxpentable-want of suitable dwellings for* 

■ the workers of Limerick, unanimous'ly add 
our demand to that of the Limerick City . 
Hoixsing Association for' an immediate' 
grant from the Government of .a sufixcient 
sum of money, to provide at least 2,000 
woi-king class" .dwellings, each with one- 
eighth f an acre of land attached.”

ilRity Rays,
Mr. L, Flood, president No. 1 Branch 

I.T.W.U., said he was glad to see such 
a fin©’meeting of Ho. 3 Branch. Though 
not lojig established in Limerick the 
Union had done much good there. The 
memhera of his own Branch realised w-hat 
a fower of strength it was to them ’and 
the humber of concessions it h^ obtained 
as regards w%es and conditions of lab- 
oTir. They were no'f oxtt-to create strikes 
or trouble. They wanted to have all un- 
ekiiled and semi-skihed workers in the 
Union-^the best gdarantee that there 
would be no strikes. (Applause.)

Mr. J. Sheehan, president No.
Branch, hoped that Ho. 2 Braaoh would

j

' Labouf m,Booties. •.... ' - ,
Mrf B, J. Binneen, secretai-y Limerick 

Trades Oouncil, joined in the congratula­
tions given expression to by the previous 
speakers on isuocess .attending the 
Bx'aneh. It' was well-mgh time for the 
w^orkers to wake up and see for them­
selves that they could' only hope fo hebter 
their conditions and i*©dress their griev­
ances by means of ixixited action. The 
Irish Labdur Ba-rty, Tecontly formed, bid^ 

■ fair to be a power in the near futuire. It 
wUvS xip'tO’ every worker to be a subscrib­
ing member* of that Barty, The cost was 
little aixd the benefits to he gained by 
well-directed action were innumerable. He 
advised every worker to take out a card 
and help the movement along. (Applause.)

Mt. M. J. O’Connor, organiser, who 
. was received with ia.pplaus’0, dealt With a 
variety of matters affcctinig the mem.bers 
and unskilled and semi-skiilecl workers in 
general. Though but a few montlis formed 
■' the city lOf the Violated Treaty, the
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Notes and Comments
' George, iie remexn|?ers his fomer opiruoiis 

wlieiT^tliey ^re likely .to XJ^row most tisefrii 
to kis paz’ty 4tnd to the job iti haad. ,At 

*'p%seiit Mr. Bev-im’s jo-h is to prederva 
the ^‘Irish’’ Psirty .from extiiietion, and 
he will nse every wee^poli in his aTmoiiry - 
to that end. Irish labour mixst look ^to , 
itself only for redress of its grieranees, 
and for the realisation of its’own'aspira­
tions. It miist not he dirertod hy wokIs-.

China to Pern it is naturally affected. 
Phe state of shipping has cansetl some 
trouhh?. i)i3t the main eauise .of the dis- 
loeatioh is the shortage of raw material. 
Hitherto llussia, Holland,, and Belgium 
hare supjdied the • hulk ^ of tho ^ i‘aw 
materkl for conrer.sion into ‘Mrisli 
iinen. In its early days the mdnstry de- 
fKmdfxl -upon Irish ffax,_ but ks time 
passed Irish ffax was .sacrificed to' cheap­
ness, ami P.fissian, Diitch and Belgian fia.x 
mok its place. Now^ -Ml this is out off and 
the .industry is. faced with per'lmps.. the 
greatest crisis in its history. Industry 
Xt0pLy io^ the sake of industry is.not our 
(^neern; we are, only concerned' with in­
dustry for the sake of livelihood and all 
that tliat word connotes. We are there­
fore concerned, de<^ly concerned, for^ the 
fuixme of the Belfast and Ulster linen 
workers. Our own opinion is that unem- 
jfioyment .siypplcl be_..a charge upon the 
Indtzstry tffdcted', hiit thahopinion is un- 
Ixkriy to be adapted now, But something 
must he done to preseiwe taesO .thou'sands 

;^^f 'W’orkers from destitutmii. We , are 
pleased to note that- an effort to spread 
tlio cultivation of flax within Ireland, .is 

being made, and we wish ik every 
success. r 'Sneh^n estensioh of j&ajiL piilti- 
vatien need not, as is feared'. in so.me 
quarters, impede food 3>rodnctian in any 
way. Bhouid this effort be successful the 
crisis may: not be ’ '

v, iftsB n^erm,
' Carson mrbr'ed in Belfast aaad <imferred 
with, his war staff of the Unioni-st Owinoil.
At the meeting were mvm. peens and- eight 
jmmh&m of Imt at^ the rail­
way station io meet 'to OMpf,,'’ tlie 
daily .Press miorms us, wefe asseanhled 

thoimsmd workers in
brown oreralis.^ There, are few other 
•i^mdades in Bnrope to-day where |>eers 
.and -nohles sm treated m ieadm’s of the 
work^s* Ireiand is ana of the few eoim- 
wies, and BeJiast, the modfxra iadustrM 
citf, 1*3 the ozdy jcdace In Breland wht^e 
sack ast entente is possihlo. The sliip^ 
yard workers of Belfast and the shipyard 
workers? of the Clyde, what a contrast!

Bdfas men have not * yet become 
class-omiscioU'S; the only dlstinctiom-} they- 
seem to uiidei*stand m’o 'those of religion 
and poHtks, The Beifa^ Trades Council 
is not good eKough for the (^iieen’s Island,

: hothing hnt the ‘^&trawberr3’' fef’’ of the.
: blxie-hlodd^ aristocs-acy.' wdil satisfy it- 

t^maghdalo and AljerCtnn are the ship- 
yai’d woatkm's’ leaders niihei* than Oamp- 
bell and Johnson. This is ali the more 

^jrgmi^kahle-when we remember the clo.se 
eo^sMectlon be-fcwemi Be^sst -and Glasgow 
Kind ‘'’^'the eomt^nt interchan^ oi ^

■■^nrkers between the Lagan and’the Clyde,
The Belfast Unionists dd not wnnt the 

Ho^ Kule question to be settled,^' say 
Pljilip Snowden in the Lafopm* Li-siMierJ

H-xey are fortified in their resistamre by i |h|„ n-AiUw i 
the isssurances of Mr. Asoqiih, Mr. Lloyd D^iin ana Lanoiir.
George add Mr. Bomr Law, iliht in - no NowLlmt the election in Bontli Armagh
eireumstances will Belfast, be com^jelledri is i>ast wo may say that no labour iss.uo 
to aecex>f any vshhemo of Home Enle w.a;s anywhere involved. Inasmuch as Ih*.
against its •wishes. T3ie xmomi-se reduces M'cCartan roprefeented the idea of ■seif-
tho riglit of se'If-deianninatkm to non- de erminj^-ion in its/lulic/st «ignificanbce,
Bem(x for ii .mearm that one-tenth of the we regrct the result of the contest. We
popuJationof a nation, oa-n dictate the foim ' know” Ur, McCartanAo be a knie domo-
of government to the nine-tenths. The and we are not at all certain that
oppomtion of -Belfas/o to Home Buie is at 1 the- elected Mr, Bonnelly is a demoporat at
hotom^ econoime. jSo lorug the'Belfct 'all. .During the progm^^a the election
capitalists can keep the Home .R'uler qiies- Mr. Joseph DevlLn went out of his way
tion to ■fche front they can prevent the to speak of labour. He thinks that the
workers uniting on eomioraie issues. The , intere.sts labour arc vital dntere;sts, and

^Hoine Buie question mxist be settled so that the {grievances undei- which Irish
that Jfei.shxneh can ,take -tlieh’ places in labour ■suffers brook no delay in the appH-
&e great world skrng^e of the workers.’^ catio-n of fomedial meiasures... Mr. Devlin
wdm’Esm and Labour Is an unlmly is. right, , Irish labour las many
amance, bnt.it isa fact in grievances and in so far as labour itself

can remedy'tliose grievances no delay, at 
least no^ unnecessSary delay, vrill b© made. 
The assistance of all ■will be welcomed in 
our attenii>t to remedy those grievances. 
We shall he pleased, thereforr^, to havo 
the assistance of Mr. Devlin in our 
efforts. We would point out; however, 
that inany year© have passed sine© Mr. 
Devlin was first hailed in 3>ish xmblm 
Kf© as a true demooraV’ and then 
0om.e iseopile looked' ux>on him as a future 
leader of the Irish wmkers. Much watex’ 
has iiassed nndes' our Irrldges since tho.so 
days, Ixx'o Mr, D&vUni the leadm* of de-. 
mocraey in Ireland, has not materialised, 
Th© '“hope-of Irish democracy’’ instead, 
bef.%ame the chief of a sectarian organisa­
tion which ri-9 a.s und^emoeratic as it well 
can be. Devlin, like Lloyd George, lost 
Ms^opporturnty; md mw^ #ti31 like tlova 1

The Clerks’ Uniam,
The pressure of the cost •of - living, is 

'having -its The columns of -our ’
daily press bear' wibnesa to the fact. 
Almost every day many letk^s may bo 
read in'which gi'ievances are Aiwi for the 
public benefit. Becently the oojrrespond- ^ 
©nee refers pa^tiouiariy k> ■ <i©rical * 
workers. The ha.nk clerks haWe grievances,
U'S they have always had, and the 'law' 
clerks have, diisco'vrored theirs' also. The 
editor of one daily paper advised the bank 
clerks that “the time for waiting had 
passW and the 'time Action had 

. arrived.’* • We understand that the’'’b^ak 
clerks are conridering .kiat -advice. They 
ai*e considering^ the advisability of forni- 

Jng^ an organisation ^to voice the-if griev- 
anoes and to ©.nforce t-ho i‘emedies, . The 
law clerks are in a festive- state, and 
surely it is non© too -soon, wlmn a man 
with twenty years’ experience is,,as con­
fessed in his own letter, x>aad only 32s. Gjl. 
X>erSveek. It is surely time , these 
had a trad© union to help mem. 
shipping clerks have formed an organisa-- 
rion 'boo, and have had their, first'vietory 
hi Duhlm. "W© hops, however, that ilio

clerks voB not i^teyrt ne^v

now

so IS
men 
The' -

.-j’

bank and law 
unions for themselvj^ oxdy. The mnlti- 
Xfiicatioa 'of istaall unions is^ot ealcu'la^l 
to make the labour movement tlie great, 
strong movement- it ou^it to be. There 
are. already several clerical tnnons ' in 
exis-tence and there neceasitj^ what- 

■ .ever-to form’new ones. , 'Why not a 'big 
union for Irish clerks? But V© wiH not 

^hav© that if every'’ section ^id* giad© of 
clerks form a union^ for themselves, 
Umon is strength, „ we* must remember, 
and the greater tho nnicn ih© greater the 
strength will be. W© 'shall be pleased' to 
me the "bank and law desks Join the exist­
ing unions, and, then an ang^dgamatioin of 

, hnions.A Crisis in tinen.
We .are informed that a very serious 

crisis is imminent . in the Ulster linen 
industry. In a very short time it is anti- 

that some iliousands of workers 
will be either unemployed ov on sliort 
iirae and demands ai*© being made iipon 
the British Government to provide alter- 
iiatiye “-vvT^r work” for the people 
auec'ced. For some time these demands 
r^m© only iTcm the Belfast Trades Coun- 
«i, but now the aristocrats, who would 

touch the Tii-ade.s Council with a forty« 
lieginning to cry out also, 

rne lipen indixstry has fern very severely 
upset, by Abe War, The market for the 
o ITster h not in Ireland or in .
Uimt, Brltai.a; the Imen market is the 
enure #n4 with war r-agiag Uom

J. T. LEM A SS
hatter anti QUTFltTMR,
2 and 3 Capel Street, Dyblin

iriah-maie Coode a Steoiality.
Eat. tmS; ’Phone 4150,
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colated with greater rapltof tliaxi was tought possibib 
I ewen by reyolutiGtiaries/ Aiid the itfeas haye been fob 
I lowed by* action. The workers of Austria heard Hh©

iKtessage and responded,. They, demanded peace and 
they , will yery probably en*|orae their demand. And 
no'W the German "Workers haye-responded with detnahds 
almost identic ah 'The great strikes in Austria, and 
Cxermany are at least an indication that the workers of 
those countries do not desire

Tf
1 - ■
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any ^urth^r, prolongation 
Oi the war, fHrey^aa*© not.prepared to suffer and per­
haps to 'die for. Empire. They are not prepai^ed to 
saerihe© themsolyea for the acquisiMoii of coaling sta­
tions, sfe^ategic, positions' and economic spheres of in- 
fiuenC©. The treaiie.s; giyen to the -world by the Maxi- 
maliste in-Petrograd" have op>ened the workers' eyes to 
the--real significance of the war. The workers were tp , 
Mft’er and to die so - that their/h betters " might-haya- 
greater opportunities for exploiting humanity to the. en-

■ riehment of themselve-s and their friend.< The w^'orker-B 
rally now.to- the formula of the Bussian IteyoMtiou.
“ No aniiexatioBS, no/indemnftieB yind th^ right of

• peoples "to determine their own government." ®This 
formula sums up k policy that wiHhnake the world A

the same time make denro- 
• cracy safe in. the world.' The w’^ar to end war 

' may become a reality, - to those w'lm uttered the words 
, eai'iy in 1915 the words signified merely the defeat of, 

what.they y/ere pleased to, .term - ^ k J^r.iisslan Afi|it^r*
Bince then jhe military capitalists of the other . 

eounkies Haye. been shown to the w-orld iip a light-much 
more unfavourable than that in wdiich Bemard ShaW/

- showed , up Blanco Ppsnet. Even Mittel-Europe was ‘
, tame and weak when compared to those ^treaties given 

to the world from .Petrograd," The ^-^^workers evidently 
now understand- and will take vaction.

It is only the^ Governments of the belligerents that 
now aio at variance with’each othexv—The -workers in . 

*\ every belligerent country in Eiuopo are iinanimoiis ir.i 
their demands. BiO.strikers of Berlih eaii for ‘'Peace, 
JAberty and Bre^." The ’workers of Vienna, of

of Paris,- of Petrograd, of Turin and of Netting* 
ham call for the same things., Peaee^ liberty and bread 
are tlie three things &at the' world most^ desires now*, 
a^id they happen also to be the three tilings that the 
yforld-cannot, go without.. - Hinnanity the world over is 

^gickened of. blood'a.nd/mud and desires a return of
■ peace,-liberty and bread. The world "wants ppace and 

bread and yet neither peace or bread coipes.' Vv%y ? 
Because the imperialist ambitions of capitalist govern­
ments block the "way* Capitalism INes for, power and 
power to the worlier stands for.slaughter, bereavement,

, starvation and the gradual extraction of every sweet- .
' ness froin life. Capitalism and imperialism are merely 
the obverse and reverse of the same medal. Capitalism 

. .18 the eaemy of the worker, imperialism is the enemy _ 
of demoemy. Tfo call from. Berlin for Peace, Liberty 
and Bread has not gone unanswered. The (3ry has been 
re-echoed around-* Europe, for the gteat -teet Tn our 
lives td*dav is Bread, a* rather it is the absence of 
Breed. Bread wHlVeompel peace.,, Even if we were 
V'Hliugv.to tolerate 1he slaughter md the waste we can­
not sit down to stkrve, and every nation in Europe, 
l>eliigerent and Beuteal alike, is now faced with starv^n 

i , tionr "ALu^ry iKi^uIace wdlface. anyda^^

wiiiiMii-ry tiiiiiiMiiiii pi f

and Peace.Bread
A meeting of 3,090 engineers in; Glasgow, assembled 

to hear* an explanation from the Minister of Nktionai 
Service for Gireat . Britain, with only, six dissentieiits * 
passed the following resolution which we'take from th.e» 
ominently. respectable columns of the "
Jlerald N ^ (1) -That ha-ving heard the case for the 

' Government, ‘ as - stated by Bir Auckland Geddes, this 
■meeting pledges iteelf to oppose the Government to the 
very ut-terraost in its-’call for more men.' (2/ That wo 
insist on, 'and we bind ourselves.to take action to en­
force, the declai^ation of an immediate armistice on ail 
iTonts. -(B) And -that the expressed opinion ox the 
workers of Glasgow^ from now %n, so far as this busi­
ness is concerned, is'~that our attitude, should be to do ; 
nothing ail the-time and-eiref^tiiHe in sujiport of carry-' 
i og on the wa.r, but to- bring tiie w^ar to a conclusion."
In this resolution v/e have stated ior the first time by 
British workers a'determination to resist the ‘' knock­
out blow" people. These Glasgow v/orkers have^'dis- 
{.^vered.for the'miBelves a further alternative in addition 
to those discovered by Lloyd George. The alternatives ■

' are not as Lloyd'"^George stated only "‘to go.on or. go . 
under. ’'' There is the alternative of a negotiated ■ peace' 
now ifvth’e war capitalists are *cx>mpelled to enter mto , 
negotiations. And that they can be compelled we have 
no doubt whatever. The workers of Eiissia ho-ve de- ‘ 
monstratedythis fact, that no war can be carried on 
without the consent and the good will and support-of- 
the workers/ It is the workers who fight, the workers 
who die? the workers who- supply the»munitions, the 
w^^Orkers who pay, the workers who starve, and only 
the workers v/ho are not consulted. . If British Labour 
follows the. lead of the Glasgow engineers the "way. to 
peace .will be immediately manifest to. all.' AVar is pro­
fitable to the capitalists and" they do not desire to have * 
their profits curtailed. Democracy must make the 
world sale for itself. ; A democracy made safe by arls- 
t-oerats, autocrats' and bureaucrats will .not be a derno- ‘

____  . , ..... be sa'feA Dexno-
fnracy mwk enforee its own views and its own term.s if 
it is to rnake the world sM-^. ■

Almost every country m Europe to-day is faced wdth
The ideas o-f E.usw have .

Glasgow .

. isiri.%

*£. '

/ ,

*• ./'

cr^e

^ resurgent demoaracy.
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labotirei’s 30,5^ ^>er week--oxir wiicidg 
not fixed on peif, we look |o higker 
tHn%s; wek|vo on^y

that is acHev-ed W6 haTe stiE ouly 
ono xStipreme purpoee^ w repel ^ Home , 
Eulo. We skall not allow our minds to . . 
play upon suck moan tMngs as bread and 
margarine, clotbes for our oMldron, fur­
niture for ouir. bomes. Loyalty and a 
pound a week is the motto of *we Porta- * 

"down labourers, as set by the employers, , 
whom we hawe elected to guide our des­
tinies. A pound a week and to Held ' * 
with the Pope*”(|j God help us I

LABOUR IN IRELAND
.features of which are increases of ^s. 
per day nnd orertime at 2s. per hou% to 
date from 1st March, The founders em* 
ployed in the Irish Glass Bottle Com­
pany, Hingsend, have given^ the firm a 
week^s notice of their intention to ‘Cease 
work because of th© firings r^nsal to

■ There- is much .

so brings out the iruih of the 
iwfcement t^^ money is not ^my- 
thing ^^ . as the present situation in re­
gard to food. Kearly all workers in 
HuhMn district haTe recently got in- 

' .crease^ in pay to meet the increase 
cost A)f hying/^ but at the end of their 
anxious struggles they find themselyes 

badly ofi as at the beginning. Food 
^ three times the old price, when at ail 
obtainable. Moral: What's wrong Is the 
^cial system, not the rate'of wages. As 
long as the necessaries of life—•food, fuel, 
sbertor a»d clothing—are the objects of 
unbridled compel^ition, so long will the 
bulk of the population he in misery. 
'Ontil the people as a whole control the 
^uppH^ of these necessaries and arrange 
the distribntion of them on a system free 
from competition, tlie lives of our people 

’ will continue, to be an ignoble struggle
intil Trade

grant increased rates. .
nnemployment in the glass bottle in­
dustry at present, a.s, indeed, in most 
branches of labouring^ work. . The re­
cent sinking of Ihiblin 6teamm%s has 
tended to accentuate the unemployment 
while causing,;crews- engaged in working 
the -ships to make a demand for a con­
voy to accompany each ship—a demand 
which the Government has refused.. 
Naval men are now working the, ship a 
instead.

Belfast . . .
The Linen Workers have received the 

award of the ■Gommittee on Breduction ■ 
on their claim for lOs. a week'advance 
for men and 7s. 6d, for women. , The 
award grants only 4s. for men and 2sV 
for women, hut allows that. all. war 
bomises shall .he treated as wages—which 
would make a difierence in overtime rates 
if there were any likedihood of overtim.e. 
But as all mills and 4^actories are now on 
short time and likely to be veiy much 
further restxacted owing to the, shortage 
of fiax, the benefit of the change is hard 
to find. With every r^uction of hours 
the. '-workers must demand an increase^ of 
rates. It costs just as/much to provide 
a dinner for a! ma-n working fire-hours -a - 
day as if he worn working ten hours, 
an-d the employers musttoe made to pay 
accordingly I It is not toe /workers' 
fault that there is no flax.

A meeting was held in the Fngineens’ 
Hall oh Saturday last to- hear Mr. Wm* 
Gallagher, of the Clyde Worked' Com-.

. mitt^, explain the working of the .Bhop 
stewards' systom in Grearb'Britain. The 
meeting was coiivened.;hy~the Belfast shop 

■ stewards and was confined to I the tiwe 
concerned. Mr. GU-lagher dealt solely ' 
with the industrial question before the 
.meeting, but he -was interrupted by a 
ban-d -of lialf-a-doxen agents of thed?ro^ 
visional Government, at the Old Town 
Hall. The press reports of a lively meet-- 

. ing are much exaggerated. There was no 
disorder, and the meeting termtoated 
'quietly, the inteunipters having left be- ' 
fore “ closing time." ' ■

A further m'seting on Sunday,^ under 
. , toe same auspices, was arranged tor Sun- 
. day, but the Old Town Hall brigadefoG 

bad'e toe letting o'f the Engineers’ Hall. 
The I.L.B, catae to the rescue and grant^I 
the use of their hall.

. HOMO. •

S.PJ. Mr. W. O’Brien presided-at 
toe usu^l meeting last Friday, when^rt . 
wns decided to hold a K^hlic recrmtmg 
meeting in the Trades’ Jaall 
on Sunday, lOto inst., at 
rades O’Bincn, G. O'ShannonB. Coates, 
and Tom. Kennedy-will explain the prin­
ciples of Socialism. This is the begin­
ning of a forward move' w^ 
up in the ranks of the Party the growing 
number of Socialists in Ireland. All un­
attached Socialists are expected to help 
the good'work, and, whether ah city or 

‘country, should communicate wito toe 
secretary at once.

Portarllpgtort.
Tile lock-out here has reached an in- 

tere-sting stage, Bussell's are summoned 
to appear before a munitions tribunal. 
Organiser DoTOng is on the ground, 
after being kidnapped by toe police and 
undergoingtohe brutality, of forcible feed­
ing. jfuncis for the support of pighty-two 
men and boys who have been victimised 
are-wanted at ohcO! We have some books, 
of tickets for sale for toeir benefit. Will 
Trado Uniontsts apply at cnca to 27 Daw- 
se.»i Street for these tickets?

\

foTT ir^qualid ■ existence, 
tjnions frankly put social reconstruction 
in to©/front part of their programme 
and put the wage programme in the 
background,* toey will continue a-s at pre­
sent to beat the air* V

- ■ The attom;^s to find a solution of the 
Food Question made definite progres© on 
Monday, 28th January, when the All-Ire­
land OonferencG, summoned by the Lord 
Mayor of Dublin, met in the Manston 
House and adopted a scheme put for- 

■ ward by a. group representinjg Labour,
■ Go-operation, Sinn Fedn, and the Dublin 

Provision traders.,^ 'Onder this arrange­
ment, all local food work would be car­
ried out by parish committees, formed 
by members of..Labour, Go-operative, 
and-pdlitical associations, with represen­
tatives of any important interest con- 
oerned. Town committees for towns and 
county committees on the same basis 
would look after toe town© and coun­
ties. ‘An All-IrelandOommittee simi­
larly constituted would co-ordinate local 
efiort, collect information from all 

-sources, 
of food 
districts
munications would be carried out by a 
Central Food Exchange, having an office 
in Dublin under the control of toe MU 
Ireland Committee. This scheme has 
been formally adopted by the, Duhlin 
Trade© Council,, and has toe hacking of 
to© Irish Transport Union and toe 

" N.jU.E. Dublin District Committee. It 
hag toe business machinery of toe Co­
operative Movement and the executive 
power of organisation© who control large 
masses of people behind it* An endea­
vour is being made to have it put into 
operation at qnce.

Hie casual dockers ^ployed by toe 
Bristol,^ Sllloth and Oardifl: steamers 
have gfven a montH=’s notice of 
of nfw demands relative to ratee» and

mA' .m^m

, Oapel St., 
which Gom-

and ari*ange for transfers 
supplies between contigiioua 

. All ffinaneial and businass '
jportadnwri*
. We are proud of our town. It is the 

most progressive, most loyal, moeF “ re­
ligious ”(1) and ^altogether the most to 
he envied to wn in the ■ North of Ireland, 
As King Edwaid of Ulster says, ‘‘Home 
Buie will never get beyond Portadown." * 
We look with pity, wl-th d generous mix-' 
tore of contempt upon toe South and 
West." . The denizens ’of those parts, * 
poor souls, don’t know what prosperity, 
means! And yet our municipal workers, ’ 
employed by tjie Urban District Council, 
have been on strike for the past four 
weeks for an advance of wages beyond 
a paltry 28s. per week I General labour­
ers in the town are employed at IBs. and 
19s., and thes© also have the audacity to 
seek, in thdse days of the Bmpire's tra^ 
vail, an advance of -^ages, Bhame upon 
them for a disloyal erew. It is Wtliing to ■ 
us that the towns of BebelCork and"the ' 
iSo^'called Kingdom ‘of Kerry pay took

com-

AMSWEk'^TO eORHESPOMDENt.
M. O'O., M.D.—Yohr letter Jras been . 

handed to contributor for reply. Oui’ 
columns are open to all fair, expressions 
of opinion. ' Free criticism as the weapou 
to slay faotionism.

NEXT WEEK
Special Irish Article

SAeOliis laf aA 
bMtirsotieAtiiiAtn
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Dublin Cafe Scandal.Irish Autoinobile Drivers and
Trade Union.

SMOKE RQaiyj StAVES,

[Wi2< rhav0 ‘been asfei to i!io
■uHdemoted iucwl do so witk
l>l0a^stire^>-“BdiLt<:>ry KMi 0|iMoiu’’]

III tlieismiofce X0om oi a* cdiobdrated; D tib^
Im- r@sta\xr.a-nt, situated in-“k kadiug 
street and owned by a well-bnown pubbo 
man, tlie following ^‘^wages" are paid, to 
tbe waitres'ses age 16, 2 yearsi’
isei’vice, 5s, weekly j ago 18, 2 years?* 
sendee, 6s. w-eekly; 0/■ ago 1§,
y^rs* .service, 6s, weekly; ^3D,’*
6 years’ iserviee, 7s; weekly; Jy,*'’ age Sis.
7 years’ service, Be, weefiy; ^'p '
•28, 12‘ year's’ service, 11s. weekly*

Tlie .girls,' ’cixt of tbese sums, iiave to 
be respectably di'essed in biack; provide 
/themswes caob morning witn newly-' 
wasbdd aprons ; jand pay for adl the food 
supplied to them in tbe caf©k TbeeO aro.'^ 
.ascertained facts.

' No ^‘'tn)e” ai'e allowed and none mrw* ■ 
No war
I'iie perpetrator of, tliis ontrage ort 

civilisation ocoxipies‘a prominent x>ositi-on 
m the ^^^ reiigiou-s,”' political, civic and 
oommercM life of pxiblin, ■

i ' .

Note.—The foregoing facts are recorded- 
withont names, but if 'any employer 
feels aggrieved by their pubBcatioir the - 
authors of this statement undeiiiake to •

■ publish the facts over their names, m 
res^nse to .a pnblie draUenge, .

tJnless th© wages, nam^ are at onc^ 
doubled, .or if any •vicfcimisatiQa of' the 
girls—none of whom have been Isarty to 
thi® pubJicatiorferis attempted, a fuE 
public eag^sure be made*

Mr. Traynor remarked that Kst year the 
Union had no Branch'oxxtside Dublin; 
tiow it has got four," including Midleton;

- and expi’essed the hope that tim increaBO 
W-ould continxxe in geometrical ratio.

The balance sheet \va^ nest read, a 
copy of xvlxidh had been supplied to each , 

■ member ‘and delega'^j—^and all leresent 
seemed <|iirt0 satished* .

This -harmonious state of* affairs did 
iK)t sxidt Mr. Lacey. Addressing -the 
meeting, he saM' that as' a .mein- 
ber of the Ooinmittee he was satis­
fied with . tire balance sheet h,e
thought it was a . good one, 
he was x>repared to do-fend ©very item in 
it; ne'vertheiess, if he w‘as'in the body 
of the hall he would pick it to nieces.;

The speaker’s appeal had the desmed 
effect. Information was asked for re­
specting •sevei'al items in the balance 
sheet,* and the answers given were con- 
aidered satisfactory. Mr. Lacey was ap­
parently satMed, as he wore a contented 
smile for the rest of ;^e evening.. ^ ^

The Ohairm.an announced the result of 
the voting for oScers and Oommittee 
memhers:— '' ' ^

President, ff* Traynor ; A7iGe-dh’esxd ^
dames AOtchell; Trustee, Petm: Boyle; 
Hon. Secretary, Bugene Laecy; Hon* 
Treasurer,. Patrick’ Talbot, Committee—- 

, Cb J. CO'Sgrove, J. Madden, dames Fay; 
John Nolan, dames Fitepatrick, .Peter 
Lynch, Biohard Tynan, Joseph Donnelly, 
dames Dihon, Andrew punne*

’ The delegates from Limerick^ Cork, 
and Derry reported isatisfaetory progress 
in their respective .districts. The cities 
off Cork and Limerick are noxv non-union 
p4x)i as far as motor drivers and 
me/chanics are concsemed. .

Tigorous and reusing 'Speeches from- 
ilessrs, Boyle, ' Trayn r, Hitohed, and

;.....A " . dings to a con-
elutibn. Gn alThan^ it was agreed that 
the meeting was tub best-attended and 
most enthusia-stio in the history of the 
XJni-on. The membership is now; five 
times what it ■was at the end of 1916,

ffhe Bth Annual Meeting of ^e Union 
is held in the Trades Hall, Dublm, at. , was
Ilr!/MS(3ieli (Vice-President) presided. 

He was supported on the platform by the 
outgoing Committee of Management—: Mr.^d. maddem Mr. J. Fitapatnek, Mr,

■ Traynor,tMr, F, Lacey, Mr, J. Nolan, 
•Mr. J. Fay, Mr. P. Boyle (Sec.), Mr. F, 
Talbot (Ti^easxirer), Mr. 'W. Dunne (H<m. 
vSeo.), There, were also present—Mr, 
Scannell and Mr. Quinn (Limmnek 
Branch), jMt, .MUoughan and Mr. Cam* 
ning (DexTy B-ranoh), Mr, R. ■'Dooley 
(Cork Branch). The membm.*s of the Dub­
lin Bra,nch. rolled up in largo numbers, 
and in looking over the audience one was 
encouraged at noticing ,iso many

1 faces, ,
' . TJnfortuna'fcely .some faces were missing, - 

' faces'which 'vvllL nevm be seen at om 
annual meetings ■ again, men for
various reasons, joined the banks or the 
Army, and w'ilose bones now lie bleaeh- 
mg on foreign, shores. Whatever views;• 
xve may liold^ about the war, it is to be 
hoped, that when the' history'
Union is written, their names wm nna 
honbxmable mmiti-on.

; Mr. P. Boyie (Secretary),; in-givmg the 
report of the, year’s working, reminded 
his listeners that,_ in -the. early x>ait of 

, last year, restiiotions were impos^ on 
tlie use of motor spirit .which seriously 
thretatened their livelihood. The Mahage- 
ment Oommittee had k4pt this <^uestion 
.'well before them during the y^r; had 
raised it at the Irisii Trade Union in­
gress'; h ad;, * after considerable trouble, 
ascertained 'the number of persons depen­
dent on the industry in Ireland (760,000), 
and laid this information before the 
Petrol Control Committee; had succeeded 
in getting a more IrlHual supply for com­
mercial vehicles, and i’aised the allow- 

'ance for.tarn-cabs from 20 to 60 galions
Mi% - 'Boyle 

ditions

and

new

.MU*.

^ Bden Quay*: i .
DuMin*

, Manwy 26tii, I91S,
(To the Bditor# ‘^Lish -Opinion.”)Sm,-wX w J tok ,yomw - •

veiy hard on Bnglish Labouir M.P. 
whim X regard as s-tiictly honoarabb 
men. Ton write as if ypu actually 
thought that their first duty is to I/abouK 
Is an Irish Member of the BngUsh Parlia- . 
ment bound to put Ireland first ? Ko'l ..
Men of both pames take a most «dema 
oath of allegiance. , It tgeem» to me tiiat 
.once tins oath is taken, an M.FJ& first 
duty is to maintain -the moinar<^ and, X 
suppose, the aristocracy Mso. He is cer* 
tanSy bound' to oppose anything thab 
would confiict” with monarchical prin- • 
ciples, ’. If ■ the. interests', 'of ro^ty and ■ ‘

. Labour conflict, tlie Labour mm iimst 
put royalty first. # '

If the Mah Labour Party, either i» 
Ulster or the rest of Ireland, ssendis any 
man to Westmiaister to take that oath, 
then they must as hoimurable. men, cease 
to jirofess republican principles.* If there 
are in Ulster any Labour-Unionists who- 
w<mld like to change Umpire into' a 

• Republic, they would do wel to co^ider 
-whether they can ooasistontly tone 
Latour reip’nsentatiwes -at Wiestmiastor#

per nmnth. In ooncludin 
said tlSt.althou^i the 
motor industri^ were far from ideal, 'they 
would be infinitely worse were it not for 

, the sti.‘eEUOUe efforts of -the Union during 
the year. Mr. Traynor nex-t addressed 
the meetiEg. He 'Said that it gave him 
^l^articukr pride to welcome the deleg;atos ^ 
from DeiTv,' Limerick, and Ooi’k, as^h©

• had opened the Branchesvin those cities, 
Althoxigh the county Branches had only 
been started -a few months ‘ago*, consider­
able advances in wages -had been won for 
the members in Limerick and Cork,

/ Referring to his appointment as deler 
gate to the Dublin Titades Council, he 
stated- that he had only missed^three 
meetings during 19l7,^a r^rd wbioh he 

0 considered was not bad for a taxi-driver. 
Continuing, Mr. Traynor mention^ that 
the garage ownein, who had dedm-ed to 
help the 'Union in fighting the petrol re­
strictions, were now asking the Union 
for its support; that support would only 
he given in return for a definite pledge—- 
that the intereist of the Union’ s membens 
iwould be safeguarded. In concluding, .

Iin t|iecon

Telegrams: P Wavt, Dt;»riN. Teleptoim 4368*Diablk

GEORGE WATT, L d.,
BnginecE0 an6

SOHO WORKS,
BElDOlFOOt ST., DUBLIN.
BSTIHATBS GIVEN EOR REPAIR AND SURELY 

FOR ALU CLASSES OF MACHINERY. .• • •
• • f .-v rawswaw

liafi# Expressly Isj- tfci lalnitefir
GBEBN IRISH XINEIK SHIRTS 

(Wiih or without Cellars)
6REBH SOFT COXXAiS - 84. eaeii. 
GBEBN soft FBOHTS - 84. eaoh. 

ThwJ Repwb'Iiean Outfitteps
CLAHCY, BRENNAN, AMD WALBH, 

as Talbot Strs®t Dublin
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2EISH OPimOJT
Mft^fnL'f in. <i>'ii r t\^jrpu rr‘\*^m<i

shoiiH' m p.ro(|tice3:t ^ mnHIXf
and playsically iaH«. So tlie l>o# way is 
to organise ny industry ^stead of ty 
craft with its itcrer-ending dispntOs .over 
demarcation Inios idto The . One Big 
tJnion. Now, if the^ .worh^ra qf Ireland ’ , 

■ organise on those lines they • will l^ach 
each other up and refuse to let the re- 

. -suits of their lahoixr Be- stolen from them 
-and sold across the water for higher ’ 
profits, whether manufactured goods or 
foodstuffs, which are sadly nmed at 
home in Ireland.^ By working on those 
lines they wfill istrhee ^such a blow' at -Bie 
'capitaiists and parasites who haiteii 
them. They will bring'the day of their 
"emancipation much ’ ^ideer than can be 
accomplished 'by the thousand and one ' 
'Trade Unions.—Tours fox’* ih.e'O.B.'U,

SOCIALIST TARTY OF IRBLAHp.
iMiiilliir^wllll »t.pw

A PUBLIC MEETIHC
will be held in

T&B COBNOIL USAWB%'S>, TEABBS HAIfB. 
0A3?BI/ tS^TBliST,

On SOHDAY next, lOtb FeS., 1918,
S o’eieefe-Sharpr-

Ohairmant W. p3BIBN. 
Spiakttrs—dathal O'Shmnoxi, Btk. ■Coates^ 

and Tom Kennedy, etc.

Workers, Comrades and Friends/ coma n 
yotir thottsani^ and hoar tho nwt

Questions and Dtsoussioti coihdially inyiied.
___________________________________________ ' ‘ ; - ■— ' -'---- ---^-1-------------

IRISH THAKSFOBt AND GEHERAU 
W.DRICEBS' UNION.

New JElooks*

HBV/ PAMPHLETS.
By Mrs. Ors*!!,

OURSELVES ALOHE IH 
ULSTER.

4 '

■liv

Price 3d. net.
OR

By C» E. Lyssght,
SELF-GOVERNMENT AND. 

BUSINESS INTERESTS. ■ ?
A Memorandum of the Economic and Piseal 

Aspects of Questimie. Price 3d. net. 3£CTAEL JOHN O’BOUElxl.•f'i -
oiXF’T mwLx^m -By As M. SnlflimiiN On behalf of the hocked-ont SnoployeeA. of 

Pnussell Bros., Portarlin^ton.
2 ONE POUNO NOTES. 5 EBS. TEA« i

PIPE AND POUCH. 2 RED BRADBUBYS. f 
EEVER WATCH,

H.H. Second Berjeant-at-Law.
Books Received.THE ROAD TO IRISH 1

■■-LIBERTf .'1
» '■ l:

PEEST-Oa LOTFuABT StDaBIBS. By l^r.cL 
T. D. Budmose Browm, DJbith.. 3/6 net.

^ANOEO-lBX€H ESSAYS. By,John Egltnton.
3/6 net. - ■

APPBEOIATIQHS ' AN© BEPBEOIATIOM.
By'Ernest’A. Boyd. 3/6 net.

EN:S:N0WN IMKOBTAIS. By Herbert Moore ^
Fim. 3/6 net. ; ' . -

The Talbot'Press, ©u^ T; Fisher
Enwin, London. ,

BUBAL BECONSTP-UOnON IN, IBELANB.
By Lionel' Smith-Oordon and Laurence 
0. Staples.- 7/6 aiefc. . ^ -v

P. a King e,nd Son, Ldndoii. *

text books of ENOLISH LITBBATCiBB' 
(Intermediate Examinations, 1518). Junior, 
Middle and Senior. ,

M. a. am and Son, Ltd., 50 Upper O’Conneli , |
Street. .

Price Id. Tickets from “Irish Opinion/’ 27 Da-pBon'St,,..Dublin
(T

ly Win. 0^Bpl«ni, M.P.,
SINN FEIN AND, ITS 

• 'ENEMIES
For eierytlilBg 
in the Type- 
inter and Dnp- 
licitor line.
FOLEY’S

25 BACHELOR’S 
WALR

1
i

■ • Price id.

receht publications.
l>AOHAIC PEABSE-—The Story of a, SomM.

Being' S’ record of St* Bnda’s Cdll©^. 
Edited by Desmond Byan. TUustrated. 
.3;6-net.

C^itected Works.—Second Tolume. Songs of 
the Bobels and Specimens for sun Irish 
Anthology, a^belio Poems. Collected ahd 
Translated by 'P. H. Poarse. 5/- net. 
In preparation*

aAWES CONNOELY.—Labour in Maud. 
Cl«^h, 4/- net. Oheap Edition, paper 
wrappers, just ksudd:—

I.T-Labour in Irish History, if- not. 
ir.—The Ee-c6nquest of -Ireland. 1/.- net. 
OARRELi FIGGIS,—The Uaelie State in the 
^ - Pa€i, and Future 5- or, .The Crown of a 

Nation. 1/- net. , , '
SEAN MItROY,—Homorrs of Mount|oy.

.Wrappers,!/- net. ’ In prejiara&ion. 
iIOHH WITOHEt..—An Appreciation, wi€h 

Some Account of Young Ireland, By lA 
S. OHegarty. Cloth, 2/5 net- . ^ 

DOUGLAS HYDE.—A How Volume of “ Imh- 
mm of' Todsay.'* By Biarmuid O’Cobh* 
thaagh. 5/- net.

IF the GERMANS CONQUERED ENGLAND.
““•And other Begays. By Kobort Lynd. 
3/6‘ net.

TWO- HEW FOETS.--Th© City of Befnge and 
Other Poems. By Bicted Bdwfey. 3/d 
net, • '

’ The Vengeance of Fionn. By Auetin Clarke. 
3/6 net. Beady immediately.

BYRNE’S STORES
FOR

TOOLS, RAZORS, PENKNIVES, ^ Etc
—p* *.."*’********

Top quAlities. Lowest Pricss. ,
Nos. 60 & 53 Talbot Street,

THB WAT FOBWABi) (Liberal IJoliey). By h 
Gilbert ‘Murray. Preface by Yi-soonnt 
Grey of Palloden. .,!/- net.

VIA PAOLB. , By Harold F, MoOoraniok. !/- 
' net.-' *.'■,) r ^ -
THE LAND. A Plea. By J,^n Ualgworthy.the one big union.

* ’> «

To tfi-D Editor ‘‘ Uiih Opinion.
Be^r Sir—As a boHever in the O.B.U'.

I have been a , member of the Industrial 
■Woi’kers of the. World—British adminis- , 
tratiou—nearly five years . EveryoxiB 
ought to be able to see by this time that 
Trade Unionism or Sectional UnioniiSia 
is practically ue^ess in fighting employe 
ers who are united in Master Builders’ 
Associatiohsj GolHery Ownf^rs’, Associa- ' 
turn, Bbipping Fedeiutioiij Port London 
Authority) te take only a few as an ex:-- 
ainple.’ ‘ Kow we ought to recbgudso if •vve . 
can prixluco for masters, wo can 
duoe for oursdves, " And seedng 
arc oidy two nationalities via., working 
class and the shirking class, only two 
flags are necessary—the Eedi . Elag far 

' the workers/“the Skull and Orossbones 
for the pirates or shirkers. As every­
body is a consumer by •wearing.^clpthos,

, boots^ hou-sing aocommodatioji^ htc!.^ they

6df fiete
THB LAND OB EEVOLUTIOH. By B. te 

Outhwaite, M.P,, ' ” . \
George ADen and Unwin, Ltd., Xjundoru

WAB AIMS OF lABOUB. By Eig'ht. Hohi 
Arthitr Hendergon. t/- net.

■ The Hefatd/’ London,

THE BOAD TO TEIS'h LIBBBTY. By A. Mi 
Sullivan, id. , ' ,

Ma-uneel and Co„ Ltdb Dublin. -

5J> ■

TEB eOOlALIST EBVIEW- January 
Humber. 1/- net,'

The I,LJ?., London.
Fleas* send Pest Card for New Annoanee- 
mont list, eentaining full particmlars. el 
above and othti* reeent and ferthcinniiig

beeks, ■r Irow
ere OUBBEUVEB AEONE' IN.UMTEE.. By ■' 

Alice Stopford G-reen. 3d. net.
Maunsel S Co., Ltd.

40 Mtiseura Si, London, . 
50 Lr. Baggot Si, Dublin.

SELF-GOVERNMENT AND BUSINESS 
INTBRESrm. By ■, Edward L.
Lysa^t. 3d. net.

Maunael & Co., Ltd., Dublin*
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The Irish Transphrt & General Workers' Union
^ , [Founded J'^uary, J909J

Head Hfiee :—tildef ty^ Hall, Dublin
tie Mai Trades Union Congril«» and tiaionr Party,
.'^aaeBCounoite lies. No. aTn Appro'yed Society So. 62.

controlled by Irisi Workers, and its policy and pr^gKtmmf iMsed^ JtiSr mSImohs ■ 
ao as to secxire for «?,11 workers in Ireland liisfhew fiTinr^pop -hny-iysa„r employ, jmprored ionsin^. a iigteT^nteS oopd,t,ons

, life for all •wlio mlKiur.

}

THE REi WAY”

A-MOHTHLY JOUKNAL FO^ 
IRISH RAILWAYMEM

URPOSEFUIi 
tJSMFUIi 
UNCHFUL 
OWEKFUL 
RAOTICAL

# '
aud all local ' F

,r^- i3i>

Pand-5b tollo? uiid freer A
t

r i*iw® Work#?®,
doin, Npifi OVIMT 2M0I ■■MumlSiAFS*..

. 'heBitjatis ts tm l\ '
if t-Ui&r& itr 110 Brancla m-yoor dietriet, writ-e
., ...' , ■-. __■ TM0MAS FORAM, .<Ieu©?al- yrMitlent, f A P E R■'

MMvtj Hall, Dttblim
2 MONTHty,
dBi » -Yearly SutectijGoa S./8?«st *«e.

....— ^

28 S^atii Fredetick Street,

.f#

THE MAE¥' 'S'mElT 
PICTURE -HSUSE 
(Tli« "Maputo.”)

The ‘Crisis’ is Coaamg.

PHILIP SHANAHAN, 
Family Grocer

134 - Foloy'yStr©,© t
.. ■ —{0^' S'treet), ^

- 'M ELECTRIC THEA'rRE, 
■ .TALBOT STREET

Fip^ in Dublin
' t i Md

- Still the Best.
s»au

Speesalism in Linen WasWiif
_.~iL----- . •>-

Scad your LlJttea to iM

■•>

High* Class Taib-mgr-Lay and Cl erica].* If

65 MIDDLE ABBEY STREET
-----(bato T^d, ISurftSxTfcd.).

; ■ Tram ^Unfan:mimur^ '

OouH Lauii6ii«yf •
f

We featfe S^dalised .Id fiae
I log: Work and; boW Stet Medial zni . 

jbii^ioai.», FioHeers of Frollt SfrarfRg lu .,- 
^feelaD^s Wo are users of Irlsii Materials.

Wesford Ageney-T-KIss Lewis, S^kar St-

n#
\ CKdA

WORKERS,!
CASH FOH'-- YOU. 

Send Your Ffp^erty toEDUCATE!!
“ F».EEIX)M’,S . aOAU FOB , IBISH 

WOEKEBS.”—By , Ronald. '^
“A PMA FOB SOCTAL BMAN®PA- 

TION IN IBEL.4NB.”-By H«s»' m^Keiaae,
BOpiALISM- 

Jemes CoiiDolly^

^^, . 92tehf pmt trm.

PAWNBROKESS & JEWBI^ERS, 
48 CUFFS' STHEEY,'DUBL1». • 

Hsgiles't Advaaeos on hes.t terms sad no 
delays. StrSet Privaey. EstaHlshed .1838

htmt t4m

H&ve .you yet triad-tlia ' ■
. NATI0HAL LAUNDRY- CO. ?"

I If.aofc, you^will be well adrised to do so. • 
FoBtRge .Fabl one ws.y'oH Cooutiy FAreels
HATIOMAL^LATODRY .CO

80 s«ath Wilfiam Street, CUBLIK.

:, MADE EA.SX,»—By

NO WORKER
4

oau a.'ffo.'pd to Tm Yfit/boiit-,,s
/

GIBSOL"CHRISTIE’S” LABOUR 
“qbayl^ DUBLIN. 

Weiir tfe« 'M.V.” Shirtj
•I'll® lliaeler-oittihiiig*,

oAad-Support Home ludustry.
Whi^Usah ojiZy fr^m,

Til* “ ConnollyMi
Workpooins, ,

^ 81 E»EN. QUAY, »UBLI».

FRENCH AMY^WOTS^
Hiatd.S«wn. Sizes, 7 to 12. 

16/11 per pAir ; worth 8©/

'j '

SHOP, St Cmi^s Cuts, Sualde, BtiruE, and Hamli 
Cratcked - apd.Sore from Exposure

It 'Cwres'all kiuds‘of Skin OlrDuble, Ecisema,, 
:Ri»«rworm, Wcuudii md Bs'Uisea.

It U mad« by Irkb iab-our.
N« otiitr OiRtmeBt is as

1 &.1 Cbemkto,; 1/“,* ar dlreot
mabuuf aoturers,

a/'aiBsoN « ca-.,
1 01ar« kail*, DUBLIN.
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McQUILUAN fat- T«#ij 
McQUILLAN'f8fl.zm S3.

u t-beS. AIoEfe ixp-to-date Stocks ,m lyeljsmd.
35/86 CAPEL ST., DUBfllN.
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A lu.spkiii,^^ i«jng fey Countesa I ”^®*»-orie3 o! Frongceh,BATTLE 3r^| OF '

Compfeia with Masfo and Piaao I Vu. ByPo.t i 'S.
Scar^j x/i jmt fre^, ", • ■ | W

THE ART DEPOT, 6 “Mapy St., Dublin.
TBA»® awmSD WHffitSSAM:. • .
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HYMN.
small PROFIT BOOT STORE, 

?8 Talbot St., Dublin.
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Hail Russia! Great Mansion House Meeting
tbn to Ireland '^maintaing t^at tlie^Kns- 
sian interpretation of tlxe principle is tKe ‘ 
only inferpretatiooi toat will be acce^- 
able to the people of Ireland; hopes the 
mission of the BeToIntioaary delegation 
at- Brest-Litorsk will Be crowned with 
success demg^nds that the demooraiic 
parties in ^ the belligerent ^eonntrieS;, and 
especially in the iSntente countries^ Aall 
bring pressure on their goweminents lio, 
support the Enssian EepubHe; md calls 
upon all Irdfiii' men and ‘hhh women' aUt- * 
side Ireland to use all their, influence in 
support of the heroic Etissian Beyolu** 
tionists and of the claims of Ireland to • 
self-determination without restriction of 
reserve, • ' . - ••

■ “And be it further resolved that, a 
, copy of this resolution be sent .to the 

Eussian Ambassador, M.,Litvinofl, for his 
kind conveyance of same to the ptropei 
anthorities in' Eetrbgrad-’^

'Lfist Monday’s meeting to.hail the Eiis- 
sxan Eevel'ution may .well be historic, 
llie attendance far exceeded the too 

—^jmpdeat expectations of - th^ promoters, 
and the gathering ove^owed from the 
Eoxmd Eoom into the anterooms and 
paasages 

" lha Eish

son street listening to a powerful oration 
by Mr, P.'Cbates, ;

We append the resolution,, which was 
carried with acclamation at each of the 
great gatherings. ^ '

“ Whereas the *A11-Eussiah Bolshevik 
Involution has proved to be the first 
people^s authority in tiie world' which has 
applied its professed principles of no 
annexations and self-detei’mination of 
subject races and territories within its

. %

and out into Dawson Btreet.«
Oitiaen Army rendered good 

sefribe. in'regulating the entrance of' the* 
cheerful multitude. The gathering 
proved the revolutionary spirio of the 
Dublin citkens. We may well omit re* [ own boundaries, 
pdrts of the speeches, for. men and 
w'omen^ fired to e.loquencc by the great­
ness of the .occasion and the enthusiasm 
of the cJfowds, had to pass in turn to 
each of the^three great gatherings,

.. Hot tho speeches nor the speakers, but , . ^ successfully.
-T ^"ihe fefvent spirit of the people will be our fS? realisatmn of sufiermg man-

“ of the gathering. The if
keynote, of the occasion was the recQg- cn Ml fronts and toe elimination of intof- 
inition that the Eussian Eepublic had iiational chaos and national ammosiries. 
n'ccompiished a social revolution .which rhererme bo it resolved _ that this
pKalcd merely political aspirations fo Dublin citizens hails
shadows. Ihere was gratitude for •'the Eussian
Eussian^ ■ insistence that the (right of Eolshevik _ Eevolutmn: appreciates its
SBlWetormination must be appli^ to Ire* epoch-making poiitical and economic
land, and for toeir undm'standing that the ucmevements; congratulatos the workers, 
Bnglish Convention W^s bourgeois, not '^idiers, .and peasants of Eussia on their 
demoeratic. ^ struggle and conflict; re*mu . t ^ « joices with the people of Eussia on the

those who love to seek fot evidence of issue of 'their battle for social and
miptur© between Sinn Fein and Ijabour" economic freedom; expresses a fervent 
must^ have been disappointed art the conviction that the Bolshevik Eevolution 
manimity of speakers and audience,, .. will continue .to uphold the purity of its
Xhere was no shadow of division, and noble jmincipies against all its enemies-
speakers of ^th Sinn Fein, and labour . declares the people of Dublin are at on© 
parkos re-umted on the.Mansion House with the Bolsheviks in accepting the 
piattom, who 3md . fought and broad and democratic programme nro. 
worked side by side elsewhere. Eepre". claimed; thanks ‘ ^
scntatives of pork and Bolfnst made the manner latvinoff. 
gatheringmtionalin its significance. At for their 
a iato 'hour thousands remained in Daw- ciple of fu

“ Whereas it has fearlessly riiallenged 
the British people to loosen its grip’upon 
iireland and other so-called depend^cies • 
as incompatible with the aforesaid prin­
ciples. .

/
• Bocialist Farty of Ireland..

Cu-mAti tiAct; iu ■'h*c>V|ieA-n'n,
, (Founded by 4ames coniriony,)

Objects
An TndixBtrial Oommou'wealth .Based upon 

common ownership of the land and instrtC" 
menta of production, distoibittion, and er- 
ch'mgre, with complet© political and eorial 
exjuality between the .^xes.

Funds aps Orgcfitly Hcedsd to 
Soetalmm*

Statement of Principles drawn up 'By James 
Connolly and l-^articttlara of Member^dtip 
will be een-t on applilcation to

THE SEOEBTARY,. S>J 
Hdom a, 

aSEHtY -HAbi,
-------------- ------- .1 n.iiiJ.l.il'l >1.1 .... ........ . ---..................

27 3>a mm, Sto^yby W&mm Oo.. Omond aimy,E'ahltn, Ee|?istered m a' i

especial
^ Lenin and Tmtskv 

application of the prih- 
.11 and free selEdetermina*

in an

*1

i
.- y

PNTS

y| Smoke Room
Slaves (Page 129)IRI ftHiBread and

peace (Page 127)
nw•v«'»

A Wimir JOURNAL OF INDUSTRIAL 
AND POLITICAL DEMOCRACY., .0

Mi4i*ytf MbM.ton. r.44^m
IRISH BOLSHEVIKS AND THE INTERNATIONAL-Contimied from page 122.

detected a half-exproaBcd regret that he could not have our 
support, along with that of the Italians and Euosians, to 
the Ihter-Allisd Socialist (Conferences. “ But/^ said he,'
“ you/are in the war against your will and I can quite uUdeP 
■stand your at®ude"and position;.” Finally,: he repeated his 
oivn expression of sympathy for Ireland and his ready 
to assist us in every way in his power. After hearty hand- • 
shaking we parted, highly .sa'fcisfied with our labour and glad 
that we had enlisted so-doaighty a dbampion on our side.

Iribh people. Into all these v;e entered fully, and had no 
difScuity in convincing him that," contrary 'to the belief pt 
cerfcain parties in England and France, the Convention ri in 
no sense tha practical application of the principle of self- 
determination. From this again ive turned to the iiifiuence 
of the Insurreetion of Faster Week-—the Liberty *EaU In- 
Burrection, Longuet called it. He expressed a deep sympathy 
for the Irish people in the loss of their lea<l(?rs, and asked 
particularly about 3h4ehy-Skefiington. Skefimgton he pid, 
had corresponded regularly with iiirn; he had read his hook 
Oh Davitt, with whom he Imd been aequaintod; and, indeed, 
his own interest in Ireland was derived from the study 

"" “''Karl Kr^'had made in Ireland in connection with foreign 
poHqy. Qnastioning .us on the Sinn Fein movement, and the 
growth and strongth of the Labour movement in Ireland, 
he thought that for a people of our population we were 
making excellent progress. After hearing our vievrs^ on the 
war,' on the International, and on the Socialist Ckinference, 
Jn^—and we—thought that between Irish Labour and his 
-own party there was much iii common, and I thought I

will

A Buid CorstsAiL”
We left Nottingham mightily pleased with ourselves and 

. the success of our mission. One regret only marred our 
pleasure. Owim^ to pressure of ^plomatio business 
i/itvinoff could not accept our in'vitatio.n to-oome over to, 
Dublin and speak at oiir Eussian meeting in th Mansion 
House. On the other hand;' Longuet has promised s to come 
and speak in Dublin as- soo-n as he can make arr.angeaQaents. 
We shall have a riglit democTatie welcome for the grandson 
of the founder of the J.nternationak

ISi
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